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REVIEWS 


diffuse miliary “carcinosis” of the peritoneum. A case of carcinoma 
of the colon was discussed in a previous issue. 

The fifth case is one of epithelioma of the upper lip starting in an 
old lupus scar, for which excision, with plastic closure, was per¬ 
formed. The sixth case is an intramural fibroid of the uterus. The 
seventh case is one of hypertrophy of the prostrate, complicated; 
perineal prostatectomy. Much of the ground was covered in two 
previous talks, one of which appeared in the October, 1914, number. 

The eighth and last case, one of spontaneous massive coagulation 
of cerebrospinal fluid with xanthochromia, was introduced with a 
diagnostic “talk” by Dr. Mix. This assumed monographic pro¬ 
portions, covering 52 pages, and leaves one in a quandary how Dr. 
Murphy found any time left to operate that day. It includes 
abstracts of 33 cases from the French and German literature, with 
a complete bibliography at the end. Readers of the Clinics are 
more apt to be bored than entertained by this “talk,” unless they 
be neurologists, but Dr. Murphy sums up the essential points in 
his ensuing comments, which form the most interesting part of 
this issue. Two excellent illustrations, one in colors, by Tom Jones, 
are included here. 

Boiling the issue down, the faithful subscriber gets very little 
“ new” material. He only gets 8 topics, whereas previous issues have 
contained from 12 to 21. It seems far better to maintain the fresh¬ 
ness of this publication by issuing it quarterly or even semi-annually, 
than to be forced to the necessity of repetition and obvious padding, 
in order to issue it bi-monthly. 


Beriberi. By Edward B. Vedder, A.M., M.D., Captain Medical 

Corps, U. S. Army. Cartwright Prize for 1913. New York: 

William Wood & Co. 

Op great practical as well as scientific worth this book passes 
the added distinction of being, for a work of this kind, unusually 
readable. 

The story of beriberi from the earliest times to our own, as pre¬ 
sented by the author offers an engrossing tale. It will appeal not 
only to physicians and scientific men in general, but to anyone who 
can appreciate the story of a tremendous work well done. 

One of its most attractive features is the way in which evidence, 
offered by opponents to the theory of beriberi to which the author 
holds, is taken and by careful analysis and the verification or dis¬ 
proof of the facts as stated, is shown to support rather than contro¬ 
vert his belief. 

The author proves conclusively, that beriberi is caused by a 
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dietary deficiency; that it is a lack in various diets rather than a 
specific poison or infection in them that is at fault. 

The correlation of the beriberi of fowls and animals with human 
beriberi makes possible the experimental proof of beliefs formed from 
the observation of beriberi in man. 

The only criticism, if such it may be called, is that after driving 
a truth home and clinching it, the author proceeds to clinch it time 
and again. This may, at times, weary a reader who has grasped 
the significance of proofs offered and already formed his conviction. 

Practically the beriberi question should be in large part a closed 
one and the ravages of this dread disease in the Orient and else¬ 
where (for it is shown to be of almost world-wide distribution) 
should cease. A. A. H. 


Text-book of Anatomy and Physiology for Nurses. By 
Amy S. Pope, Instructor in the School of Nursing of the Presby¬ 
terian Hospital in the City of New York. Pp. 545; 135 illustra¬ 
tions. New York and London: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 

To be able to say how much and how little a text-book on anatomy 
and physiology should offer to nurses is a difficult problem to solve. 
The author of this volume exhibits a proper estimate upon the 
relative importance of the various parts of her subject matter, 
and presents them in an entertaining and impressive style. Some 
features of the usual nurses anatomy have been omitted; not however 
with any consequence. 

The portion dealing with physiology is well done. It keeps pace 
with the growing needs of the nurse as teacher of hygiene and 
sanitation, together with her increasing opportunities in the social 
service field. 

While the book is rather fully illustrated, it is not unfair to say 
that some of the pictures could be improved; especially so, inas¬ 
much as a lasting portion of the nurse’s idea must come from these 
illustrations. T. G. S. 


Diseases of Bones and Joints. By Leonard W. Ely, M.D., 
Associate Professor of Surgery, Leland Stanford Junior University. 
Pp. 218; 212 illustrations. New York: Surgery Publishing 
Company. 

The author shows a commendable effort tow r ard compactness 
and to follow broad general principles. In the first chapter anat¬ 
omy, physiology, and pathology are discussed, but throughout 
the whole book pathology receives prime consideration and is 
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